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SANDFORD NEWS
A wonderful display of scilla
One of the earliest spring flowers, now opening in a
well established Sandford garden is a feast for the
eyes, and also the bees, giving them a valued early
supply of nectar.  Snowdrops, crocus, winter
aconite, tree ivy, hellebore, mahonia and sweet box
are all attractive plants flowering at this time of
year, brightening our gardens and helping wild bees
and pollinators which are so important for
lifecycles, including the food we eat.

Now is the time  to choose and plant
a new tree or bush..
..to give you flowers and fruit later on this year.
There is a tempting selection of reasonably priced
bare root trees and bushes on offer from many plant
nurseries and online companies, which will soon
grow away and enhance your garden, helping
insects, birds and other wildlife, as well as soaking
up excess rainfall.  Some interesting local  ideas for
helping nature by rewilding a part of your garden
can be found in February’s Nature Notes, on the
village website
www.winscombeandsandford.org.uk.

A compost heap in a quiet corner of the garden,
perhaps behind a shed, can provide a refuge and
feeding area for hedgehogs,  bats, birds and toads.
Many of these eat slugs, and  act as natural pest
controllers, reducing the need for pesticides and
other chemicals in the garden.  You can use a
compost heap to recycle all your kitchen and
garden waste, into rich organic compost that’s great
for the soil and plants, and  also avoid having to

pay the Council’s green waste collection fee.  A
simple compost heap will do, but if you prefer a
compost bin, there is a wide range available
online, including from wildlife charities like the
RSPB.

Please help with Sandford
community improvements
Sandford Community Centre (SCC) is a
registered charity providing community and

leisure facilities for the village of Sandford.
SCC is registered with Amazon Smile to
receive donations, and we at SCC would love
your support.  Follow this link:
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1175120-0

20’s Plenty for Sandford
The campaign in Sandford is well underway,
and there is a good uptake for signs and
wheelie-bin stickers in the village. These
mean that drivers along the A368 are
reminded that they
are driving through
a village where
local residents care
about road safety

and keeping speeds
down.  People driving
more slowly through
Sandford has a knock-
on effect, slowing the
following traffic, and
means a reduction in
carbon emissions and
airborne pollution in the village.

If you would like to support the campaign with a
wheelie-bin sticker or sign, please get in touch,
and we will drop one round to you
(sandford@20splentyforus.org.uk) . The’ 20’s
Plenty For Us’ campaign has also started up in
Winscombe.  20mph limits are backed by the
government and by North Somerset Council, as
providing safer routes to encourage walking and
cycling with confidence, and reduce car use.  The
Council’s Climate Emergency Action plan has a
target to become carbon neutral by 2030, and
highlights the need to reduce emissions from
transport.



February 2021

Sandford News

You are invited to
a ‘20’s Plenty for North Somerset’  Zoom meeting
on Tuesday 9th March at 7.30 pm hosted by the
national Campaign Manager, Anna Semleyn, when
there will be a presentation and a chance to ask
questions.  All supporters are very welcome.  Please
email us for the joining instructions for the Zoom.
(sandford@20splentyforus.org.uk)

For us in Sandford, knowing that the Banwell Bypass
will bring greatly increased traffic through our
village is an added reason to support road safety
measures for Sandford, to be put in place before
2024.  Currently,North Somerset Council policy is
for applications for  separate 20mph limits  to be
made through individual parish and town councils.
Winscombe and Sandford Parish Council are at the
first stages of looking into the issue for the parish,
and if it is decided to apply for a 20mph scheme, will
then ‘join the queue’ of several other Parish Councils
who have applied for 20mph limits for their
communities. At the moment, schemes applied for
are going ahead at the rate of around 2 a year.

Safe walking and cycling route to
Churchill Academy
Some features of the cycling and walking
route to Churchill Academy put forward by
North Somerset Council have been queried by
parents of children attending the Academy,
and other concerned residents.  The walking
route for Winscombe children includes the
Strawberry Line, which has recently had an
upgrade, shoring up an unstable bank between
Winscombe and Sandford, with the path
widened and re-surfaced to make it easier and
more attractive for all users. The walking
route continues along Station Road and
Greenhill Road, crossing Greenhill Road to a
public footpath through a field to Churchill
Green.

The cycling route travels along the Strawberry
Line, along Station Road, then turning left
down Nye Road, then right into Sandmead
Road onto Churchill Green.  There are
particular concerns about young people
cycling along the A368, up to the busy
junction of the A368 with Nye Road and Hill
Road, and turning into a stream of commuter
traffic along Nye Road, a well-known
commuter ‘rat-run’ via Puxton to the A370
and the motorway.  There are currently no
cycle lanes, 20 mph speed limits, or other
supporting road safety measures along Station

Road and Greenhill Road,( the A368, ) Nye Road
and Sandmead Road.  There are no pavements along
Nye Road and Sandmead Road.     There are also
concerns expressed about the condition of the
walking route, and the exit onto Churchill Green.

Churchill Academy parents have been in touch with
North Somerset Council expressing their concerns,
as have other concerned residents, and are hoping to
be consulted on any Council plans for improvement
of the walking and cycling routes.  There is some
central government funding available to the Council
to support Active Travel, that is walking and cycling
schemes. Both of our District Councillors are aware
of the situation.  Councillor Don Davies, the Leader
of the Council has responsibility for Policy and
Corporate Plan development, forward programme
and strategic review, public and home to school
transport, and  Councillor James Tonkin has
responsibility for the Local Plan, highways, strategic
transport  and active travel, so both these members of
the Executive have an overview of the situation.
Hopefully, with consultation with the community, a
satisfactory conclusion can be reached, before school
bus provision ends in November.


